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a Concerning 


PRESENTand SUCCEEDING 


IMES 


bo a Faichful Exhortation and Warning 
all Friends, who profeſs the Truth, ro beWthe 
he manifold Wiles of the Enemy, and to ſtand 
med in the Light of the Lord God of Heaven 
d Earth, againſt his Aſſaults, that ſo they may 
Fready to anſwer the Call and Requirings of the 


"7 
"A 


Something ſignified of the Miſery of the Succee- 
(Times, that all may be prepared, and that the Evil D 
y not overtake any at unawares,but ſuch as turn away their 
r from Counſel. 


—_— 


be who is a Treveller in the Way of Peace. andhbath 
dil tovards all Men, and more eſpecially to the 
»{bold of Faith, 


STEPHEN CRISP. 


g that hath an Ear, hear what the Spirit ſaith to the 


f, 


—_—. 
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ted in the Ycar 1666. and Reprinted for further 
+ Service in the Year 16Pg. 
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FRIENDs 


Hoſoever thou art, that art r—_— 
V \/ towards Sion, who art hungring an 
thirfting after Righteouſneſs, who art 
waiting upon the Lord for Strength to follow him 
fully, who art careful for nothing but to grow up 
unto the Lord in all Well-pleaſings, and in Faithful- 
ne(s to ſtand approved to the Lord, over the Spirit of 
the World, and all that is init ; theu who art daily 
crying. Weſh me, O Lord, waſh me theorowly, ſearch me 
and try me, and let w ExilWay, no Thought, no Word, 
no Work remain that may offend thee, or prieve thy Holy 
Spirit, but ty the Power thereof ſubaue, brinz down, caſt 
oat all that ts 1ct of thy begetting : Tea, Lora, faith the 
Upright in Heart, Spare 9 Arrows, ſit thou cs Refiners 
Fire, thorowly purge the Flower, burn up the Chaſf' and 
all Combuſtible Matter, remove all that can be ſbaken, 
thit nothin» may remain but that which cay ſtand all 
Storms, that which c.nnot te motied, that which will hold 
out to the Bud, and inthe End praiſe the God of Endleſs 
Mercies. 

'Tis for thee for whoſe ke this enſulrtg Treatite 
1191in Re printed, and I queſtion © t but thou wilt 
ind and fec[ 171 1t the Savour of Lite, 1a which it was 
at firſt given forth; and its Service ſtill remains to 
thy Cemtort 2: « Encorragement, 

ON Friend ! 115 to him who through many Tribu- 
lawns Overcometh the World, and -Ithings there: 
in, that the prunuled Inheritince mult be giveng he 

A 3 who 


4) 
who is fitted and co muſt poſſeſs the Inheri. 


tance with the Saints in Light, 

'Tis he that overcometh that ſhall eat the Fruit of 
the Tree of Life, that is in the midſt of the Paradiſe 
of God. 'Tis he or thoſe who are of the Seed of F4a- 
cob, that are wreſtling with the Lord till the Break 
of the Day, that have the New Name that none can 
know bnt he that hath it, over whom the {cond 
Death can have no power. 

'Tis He who ſhall not be hurtby the Breaking and 
Confuſion of Nations, but he ſhall have Power over 
it all; his Name ſhall noc be blotted out of the Bok 
of Life, who hath barn a faithful Teſtimony for 
the Lord in his Day and Generation to the end, him 
will the Lord [eſus confels before his Father, and he 
ſhall be a Pillar in Gol1's Houle, yea, he (hall go no 
more forth : And though he hath formerly been as a 
Prodigal, who hath (pzat his Portion, yet cannot be 
ſatisfhed with Husks, but is conſtrained to return 1n 
the Senſe of his Poverty, being willing to be a Ser- 
vant in his Father's Houle, or any thing that the Lord 
will have him to be. 'Tis for him the fatted Calf 1s 
(Jain, *Tis he on whom the beſt Robe, the Wedding 
Garment muſt be put on, and he mult fit at the Table 
of the Lord, and eat of the Feaſt of far things, that 
is prepared upon the Mountiinof Holineſs, 'tis he 
muſt drink the new Wine in the Kingdom of God , 
yea, ſuch may drink abundantly to their Souls Re- 
freſhment , and theſe, as they have their Depen- 
dence upon the Lord, ſhall be made faithful unto 
Death, even the Death of every thing that is exalted 
above God's pure Witneſs, the Death of oy 
thing 


4 


(s) 
thing that is contrary to God's pure holy Spirit in 
themſclves ; theſe in this trying Day know not wl at 
thing the Lord will have for a Sacrifice, and are 


7 therefore given up to him in Bedy, Soul and Spirit, 


: with w hole Subſtance, even all they are and have, 


that God may be gloritied in all, well knowing we 
are not Gur Own, 

'Tis for thele, this little Flock, to whom inthe 
good Plealure cf the Father a Kingdom mult be gt- 
ven; theſe who have put off the Old Min ard his 
Deeds, who have received the Lord Jelus Chritt, 
and walk in him; theſe who have (een the Empti- 
nels, yea, Nothingnels of all things below, who 
have their Converlation in Heaven, ard are rexdy tO 
follow the Lord whereſocver he goeth ; thele are 
they who ſhall reſt in quier, who thall witnel(s that 
Peace that piſſeth Underſtanding, when the World 
withall its Glory an:! Riches ſhall be hurled hither 


- andthicher ; tacte thall rejuyce in, and have Uaity 


ia 


with that Power that Overtuineth, Overturneths 
and when Hypocrites ſhall be ſurprized, and the Sin- 
ners in So (hall be afraid, theſe ſhill (and faſt in 
God, although as it were upon a Sea of Glafs min- 
pled with Fire : and the Lord God Omnipotent will 
29: 0age Song into their Mouthes, when they that 
now not the Lord, nor the Operation of his Pow: 
er, ſhall have Weeping, and Wailing, and Gnaſhing 
of Teeth; theſe who have overcome the Worldly 
Spirit in themſelves, and knowing him ruling in 
them, who rules the Nations with an Iron Red; 
theſe having the Moon under their Feet, ſha!l be cloa- 
thed with the Sun, theſe having Oyl in their Vel- 
(els, 


ap 


_maw 


ſels, as well as in their Lamps : theſe ſhall enter into 
the Chamber, where they ſhall be hid till the Cala- 
mity be over-paſt ; theſe reſt in Peace under his 
Banner, that is Meck and Lowly, yet riding on in 
the Greatneſs of his Strength, conquering and to con- 
quer, under whoſe Government there is and will be 
Peace and Plenty, whilſt Diſtreſs, Want, Anguiſh 
and Perplexicy ſhall over-take all he Wirkers of 
Intquity. pf 
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Now, to this God, that ts able todo more abun- 

dantly for them that fear his Name: and truft in his 

Mercy, than we can ask or thiek, be all holy vraves 

and Obedience, Might, Mreſty and Dominion for- &«& 

ever and ever, faith my Soul, 


The 28th of the 4th p wy 
Moneth, 1679. AT. F. 
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2 Epiltle to Friends 


Concerning 


"ThePRESENTand SUCCEEDING 


TIMES 


Dear Friends, 


Y whom the Lord hath reached unto 1n this the day 
of his Love, and hath made known the Way of Truth 
| and Rightcoulnels unto you, through the raiſing up 
fthat holy liviagg Witnels of himlelf, that long lay hid and bu- 
nedin you, and hath brought you to a fecret iceling of fomc- 
thing in you, that 15 worth the minding and regarding ; and the 
Lord cauling this to appear in the day of your ſeeking, as a 
Light, diſcovering Darknels, and its Power, by which ye were 
lormesly holden, and given you by his Spirit a fenle and le- 
(et Hope, that in this Light, tie way of Deliverance was to 
*te attained unto; this Hope mace you not aſhamec of the 
light which before you hated, but you came to know and em- 
race it, even while others ſtill hated it, ani you for its take, 
jet your Hearts being afteted with the hope that £19 appear 
lierein , could not but joya unto it, as to make publick 
Profeſſion of it for its own lake; and for no other ends or Gc- 
izns, or intercſt at all, but with reſolution in that Light, to 
nit for the Salvation of God. Dear Friends, it is vou aforc 

nentionee, 
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mentioned that both now, and for ſome Dayes and Weeks 
ny Heat hat!) beendeeply exerciled concerning, even Night 
and Day ; any the aboun lings of the Fathers Love coth often 
oveicoine m', and draws me forth now to ſay and vrite theſe 
things unto you for your Admonition and Eſtabliſhment ; and 
in !ced iti, you who did thu. rightly own the Way of Truth, 
and kne's your believing to be the Gift and Mercy of Gol to 
your Soul>, t';ail doaim at; for thote that have taken up the 
proteſhon of tic precious Truth upon by reſpeRs and finiſter 
en |., and bat for Reafon- propoundced in their Carnal minds ; 
thoughlI copity ti1cm, yet I have not much at this time to ſay 
to them, but this, The Day ſhill dcclare thew, and their Gar: 
we ts ſhall not hide thew 

But you, Oh my Friends. who had fullowſhip with us, in 
the deep travels of our beginnings, and d:d come to Truth the 
ſame way, an have known the power and vertuc of it, many 
times overcoming. you in vour inward man, which hath made 
You cry out, Lord, evermore give wof thu Bread; and hath made 
You asa watred Garden: Oh Friends, ho« ſhall | exprels or 
ſignifie unto you thole Longin;s, thoſe ardent Defires and ear- 
reſt Breathin3s of my Scu!, that you, even vou, might abide 
tothe end of all Tryals, and Trihulations, and Adverſi'ies, and 
mipht inherit that Crown of I-nmortality, that 1s in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord , and might not by any means be bereft 
thereof; this 1+ ſinziy my trave) in Bocy and Spiit, that 
you mipht be kept and preſerved out of all the ſubtil 
Snare+ of the wicked cne, which hunts for the Soul, cven 
of thole that have bchicved; And therefore in dear and ten- 
der love, I have a few things to write unto you for the 
clearing of my Conktiene, anddilcharging my duty in the 
ſight of the Lord; and the Lord give youala tender and an 
underſtanding Hea't, t' at both you and I may yet have cauſe 
Caily to Praiſe the Lord in the glorious Light of hi- Salvation, 
which he hath manifeſted amongſt us, by the revealing | is Son 
J-fis Chriſt, to whom bclongs Dominzon, Henour and Glory 


forever, Amen, And 
n 


» Jo 
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" And firſt, dear Friends, it is in my Heart to put you in re- 


membrance of that by which we were called & convinced, which 
as a Foundation Principle was laiJ in and among you, an it be- 
Ing unc1anzcable and unalterable init felt, doth thrietore 2 !- 
mit ot no alteration or change in thole that arc ziphtly »cpt to 
It. 
It was a Light which aroſe ia our Hearts, and ſhined forth 
from God, tne Father ot Lights, carrying in its appearance 
the Nature and Property ot God, both in its cuncemmn,, t.-1l, 
which the Enemy had fown or planted in us; an owningaido v - 
ing, and juftifying cvery thing that was good and honcit, jult 
and equal; even tho!e Thoughts in our Hearts w! ich were of 
turning towards the Lord, and lecking ks Righteoutnel>,; thele 
thoughts were juſtificd and encouraged by tic Light, and all 
the contrary diſcovered ant judged, a> they were brought to it 
tobe tryed. Now thiz Light c1d our Souls rcjoyce in, as they 
had goad cauſe, thouy hit took away our former Rejoycings; 
our Pleafures in Vanities and iniquity died, our Glory in this 
World withered, our Fricnd{hip with the Sons of men decay- 
ed, and we too. in the Light and {aw all thele things, and were 
not ſorry at it, but waited Caily to ice thele things more and 
more brought to pais; neither was there a permitting our 
Thoughts to go out, hoy we might prevent thoſe Dammages, 
or repair theic Loſſes, but the Croſs oi Chriſt was indeed our 
glor ing or rejoycin:; and the Hope that was before us, 1d 
mac us deſpiſe the Pleaſures, Treaturcs and Honours, Friend» 
ſhip and Delights of this World ;, and in thole daye> you grew 
into a feeling of the Heavenly Joy, where the Hundred- fold 
was w:tnefſed in your Bofoms, and the Zeal of tie Lord was 
kindled by his own Spirit ig you, againft whatſoever this Liht 
of Jeſus in t 1e Contcience did witnels againſt; and the Lord be- 
held your Integrity, an bleſſed you, and multiplyed you, and 
added to your ftrength an4 itature and thendid the Fruits of 
this glorious Work abound among yor, in three More general 
and fpecial eff-ts; by which effe&ts, or by their continuance 
among you,let all now come to ſearch and trytheralelves,that lo, 


dear Friends, tholo that have continued faithful in thes all, may 
b perſevere 
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perſevere inlike manner to the end : and thoſe, who upon true 
icarch do find, that they have failed, and fallen ſhort in all os 
any of thein, may make haſte to Repent, and to turn to that 
which was the Root of them all, that they may not be found 
as fruitleſs and withered Branches, in the day that cometh, I 
thev be cut off, and utterly conſumed, and blotted out from a- 
mong the living Branches of the Vine; for a Day conicth that 
Truth will look into the Fig-Tree for Fruit,and Leaves will net 
deſend it from the Cutle and Blaſting. 

The three eſpecial Fruits that did {pring forth from thi; ble(- 
ſed Root, and were and arc to continue, and increaſc in us and 
amoneſt us tv the end, are thele ; 

it. Purity, manifeſted in a Godly Converſation. 

2. Unity, manifeſted in dear and tender Love one towards 
another. 

3. Faithfulreſs, manifcſtcd in bearing a conſtant and faithful 
Teſtimony to the things we had received and belicyed, though 
1t were unto preat lols andlufferings. 

And againſt all theſe doth the wicked one appear, to ſee if he 
can make you harren concerning them, and.that with Civers 
Wiles and Subti'ties, that he may prevyai] on you, 2nd not 
be known to be the Encmy, but might fo overcome you, as 
that you might both ſubmit to him, and then plead for him and 
h:s Snares and Wiles, as being juſt, right, lawful, prudent, 
convenient, Fc. But, Oh dear Friends, Ict aN be watchful and 
ciligent to wait in the ſence and true ſceling of that Seed that 
ever fell Gor was beguiled; and you will (evcn the leaſt of 
you) 1.c and compr: hend }.1z workings and transſormings, and 
be cCe'iverced irom them. 

1. Purty and Helrveſs was aFruit in you, which Coth yet 
Al :uriih in many (fd be the Lord) who are as watchful and 
careful to appro '© thenifelves in obedirnce to the Light of 
Trut': in their inward parts, .as ever, and find as preat a ne- 
c«ſliry butn of trying and jucping with its Judgment as ever 
thole having thu- wait:d, have renewed their ſtrength unto 
this very Cay, and vo mount up as upen the Wings of an Eagle; 
thele are neither weary in running, nor faint they in their walk- 
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ing; But alas, Friends, cven theſe do know with how great 
{ and manifold aſſaults they have been afſaulted, and know and 
ſee with forrow of Hewer awe the-aſſaulr hath prevailed upon 
* ſome, by werkin2 into the mind a ſecret Libcrty, and ſuppoled 
+ enlargednets, whereby a Careleſneis hath entered ſome, and 
they having no Reeper, but the meaſure of Light revealcd in 
their Hearts and Conlciences, to foon as they came to be perſwa 
ded to ſight the Reproofs of that.they ſoon erred ; and this ſup- 
poled Liberty entre, that non ,after ſo many Tears firiftneſs and 
circuwſpettion, they ſhould not need ow toe |i.and ſo ſtraitiy to ty) 
things and words as at firſt, becauſe now 4a aay of more Libe! ty 
wercome ;, and this Liberty ſecretly prevailed againſt that pure 
ſeas that onee was placed 1n their Hearts, and againſt the very 
obedience of Truth, inwarcly 1n the tubjeftion of the mind, 
and then it became manifeſt outwardly ; the Actons lometimcs 
blame-worthy, the Words and Speech again corrupted, an 
ran into the old Channel of the World, like tl:em again, and 
the ſingle pure Language, learned in the Light, in the time of 
their poverty and ſimplicity, almoſt loſt and forgotten, and fo 
the work of God which he wrought, ina wanner laid waſte; 
and then, when this Liberty is entrcd, and mace ule of as a- 
- forelaid, oftentimes a lecret ſubtilty ariſeth againſt the judg- 
ment ef Txuth, cither from within, or from any outwardly, 
that are prieved with this loole and carelels kin'! of ſpeaking or 
aQt.n2, whic: ſubtilly leags to contend for it, or againſt the 
Judgment, tellin2 the Creature, nhy theſe things are but ſmall 
things, and little things, and what, we muſt not ſtrain at 4 Gnat, 
and ſuch like. On my Frients, beware of theſc evil Suggeſti- 
* on*of the wicked one: How came they ts be ſmall ant little 
th nps, ſeeinp they were great things with us in the beginning ? 
And how comes an offence of this Nature to be light now, lce-» 
ng it was heavy in the beginning ? Oh let not the greateſt 
Mercies of our God fo fill us, as to make us ſlight or 'orget the 
leaſt obedience, but rather lct the continvance of his Mercy the 
nore quicker you up unto a Zeal for his Name and Truth in all 
things, to be ſound doin: and (peaking according to the Rule 
«Righteouſneſs, which ye learned in the Light, in the day of 
B 2 your 
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your being low and little, and then nothing will riſe vp and be 
exalted in the multitude of Gods Mercies, but that holy Birth 
which livesin Purity when it isat higheſt; and ſo that Life of 
Riphteoulnels will ſhine forth more and more, which plorifies 
God and ſeeks bis honour. Dear Frienc's, that ye might beſo 
kept unto the end, is the breathing and travel of my Soul: and 
that where thisneg'eCt hath cnired; and this atorelaid Corrup- 
tion either in Jpeech or Aion i» to be found, that ye would 
receive the Word of Exhortaiion in meckn-fs and fear, in 
which it is written unto you, and may rcedecm the time, for 
the daycs are and ſhall be ciil, anc none will old the myſtery 
of the Faith (that faves ſrom falling in the evil day) but ſuch 
as do kecp the pure and undefiled Contcience, which none can 
do but by perſiſting ant! eontiguing in the daily Sandtification of 
the Spirit, and belief and obevicnce of the Trotii. 

A ſecond Fruit that was brought forth from this rood Root, 
was Unity and Love one towares another ; which, bleſſed be the 
Lord, is preciouſly prelerved in and among many to this very 
day ; who are ſo lenfible of the divers operations of Truth in 
them, to be zl] by one Spirit, that they are ſtill kept of one 
heart ard mind, givenup trecly to ſerve tc Lord in (glene!s 
of heart in their Generation; and are inthis good work as 
Strengthners and Encouragers of one another; but notwith- 
fanding the Enemy hath heen cxcce ling buſte to lav waſte and 
d&cſR- 01 this bleſſed effeR alſo, nd that under Civers Pretences, 
which the Lord ftill difcovered by his own Light and Spirit in 
his People, who have ſingly waited upon him; but many have 
been hi: Wiles, ſ>metime<fitting and pieparing Veſſels to rife 
up in the fleſhly and ſenfiial Willom, and to traduce and bring 
in corrupt an4 evil DoaQvines, to try wio were not found in 
the Faith, that they may draw them aſide into a heat and zeal 
for lomething which ha" ngt it+ Ro2t in the Truth, and which 
they trat abode in the Trith cou!d not own, hut fulge and 
condernin the Nime of the Lord 5 which when ſuch ſaw, they 
took thereat occaſion of ſtriving to propagate and promote 
that which they ſaw withſt9od; fo having loſt ſubjeRion to the 


Spixit of Truth in themlelves, which woull have kept them in 
Unity 


(13) 

Unity in the Body; and having alſo loft and laid by their ſub- 
jeion to them that were over them in the Lord, they then 
grew ſtubborn and wilful, and procceded in more zeal for that 
whict: ſtoo.! in oppoſition 10 the Truth, then ever they Cid for 
the Trur:. it ſelf; and th fe ſometimes have prevailed to the 
ſubverting whole Huuſt o'c+, and have turned leveral from the 
Faith and +im,hictty that :+1n the Goſpel, who, as well as thoſe 
that ſubvertec t! em, have loſt the fellowſhip of the Saints, and 
the favour of Litc either in the:n;felves or others, and then the 
Enemy periwaded them, all are dead to the Life but them- 
(elves; and fo they grow te have a tickling Joy in what they 
doancſay, in obecierce to that perveric and ſingular private 
Spirit,and fo grow up to {peak evil of Dignities,and are unruly, 
and dare to {peak agairſt Heaven, and them t! at cv ell and in- 
habit init, whom Go makes to ſhine as Stars in the Firma- 
ment of ki- Power ; but alas for ti;cm, mv Soul pitie- them, 
when | {ce how they {port themſelves with thcir own Cecci- 
ving<; but the Day of the Lord is aniong his People, which 
bath and Coth make thera ard thicr Spirit _marifcſt, and their 
Fruits alfo have mai'e them manitcft. 

Another Way that t!:;c Enemy icecks to break the Unity, and 
ciffolve the Bon! of Amity, is, by fuwing a Seed of Jealouſic 
an! Prejudice in the Hearts of ſuci: in whom he can get an En- 
trafice, that ſo thy may ceaſc from the truc and unfeigned Loves 
and that pon a preten'ed Realon, becauſe of ti14 cr that, 
which tz ſuryoſed vr imagincc, 10 the evil part in themielves a- 
gainft otber+;, £11 in, heed ro evil Thoughts and Surmiles, which 
. break forth nIny times in Whiſperinps ond Tate-braring 

which though tc thing {iproled ta he erff, vicrereally fo, yet 

this 15 nt to be allowed or given vas to anwvis you, butts 
uſe pla'nn-f- one toward, another, 2nd ftipleticertiednets ; and 
to ſhit out tc Evil One in this his 11:1;t.] appearance alſo, Oh 
dear Frients ! 1c caiber how the Lord hath dealt with you, 
and de [01 C1 one by another; he hath not fought Occaſions 
apainſt you, but hath long horn and ſuffered, and exercifed 
much Patience and Tende: ne f towards you; yet plainly repro- 
ving the Evil in vou, and not ticaluring it vp 3gairſt you. On 
Friends / 


_— 
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Friends ! be like-minded one —_ another, that the Enem 
of your Peace and Concerd may be defeated, and you prefer. 
ved entire to one Head, even to Chiiſt Jelus; and ye may be 
one, and the Name of the Lord may be one among you; and 
that which tens to the making cold your Love, my be judged 
inall; ard ſo Brothe1ly Love will continue with y ou to the End, 
Anothes way which the Encmy works to ſcatter, and to bring 
from this Unity, is, by leading lome who have belicved, into 
{ome Sin and Iniquity, which the Body (that arc in the T:utr) 
are conſtrained to appear in Judpmecart a,ainft for the Truth's 
ſake; and yet notwithſtanding the: Party to (inning, teinz a- 
bove the Witncfs in themſelves, which would bring them to wn 
the Judgment of the Spirit of Chriſt in his Church, they exalt 
themſelves above the Judgment, and ſeek t» gain to them ſuch 
whom they can entex by their words and Cemplaints, to take 
part with them acainft the Judgment, and thole t:1at paſſ:d it, 
Such were thoſe whoſe words did eas (the Apſtle ſaic) as s 
Canker ; of whom the Believers in thoſe days were to be aware: 
for common!y ſuch as have gone frem the Powes that ſhould 
have kept them clean ang upright, they will alſo turnagaint the 
Power in thole that abide in it, eſpecially if they be drawn forth 
to reprove and rebuke them : but let all fuch know, that's not 
the way to be renewed : and let all that take part with any that 
work Iniquity, know, that tney do bnt defile their own Souls 
thereby, and Co but rend themſelves from that Body which they 
cannot proſper out of. And thercfore, deas Friends, heware 
of joyning with that in your ſelves or in others, which the Pow- 
er gocth againſt, let the Pretcnces be what they will ;, for that 
which doth Evil, will alwav+ be apteft to ſow evil Complainings 
of ethcrs; and {uch as are inthe unſatisfied Murmurings againſt 
Judgment paſſed upon tem, are much to be ſeared; for they 
thereby render themſc]ves to be the more puilty, and yet the 
further from Repentance. But, dear Friends, watch unto that 
which gives you a living feeling of the living Body, which is the 
Church, that in all things you way demean your ſelves as true 
Members of it, ſerving one another in Love, and ſubmittin 


your ſelves one unto another for the Lord's lake : That ina 
plaianck 
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Flainnefs and Singlenels, as becometh the Truth, you may ſeek 
to prefe' ve the Unity which the Enemy of Truth and Peace doth 
| evy; lo ſhall ye continue to ftrengthen one anthers hands in 
' every good wo!k, and thi, ſhall tend to the weakening of the 

hands of your Enemies, whe leek todivide you, that they might 
vie over you. Many other Dcſigns doth the wicked one trv, 
baily to break and divide, more than can now be named or hetc 
werted ; but they are all out of the Light, andit you bein it, 
you will ice tem, and that will prelerve you; for its one, and 
dis make ws one, and will keep u: to be of one hicart and min! ty 
the end, if we abide in it. 

3. The third good affect which Truth Cid work inthe beginning 
athem who did truly receive it,wasZ ea/ & Fairhfulneſs to God 
nthe bearing Teſtimony to what was manifeſt, though through 
_ Suffcxingsz in which, as Fricad- abide in the Root, they 

daily encreaſe in Power, to fu fill the {ſame Teſtimony : 
br the Mercy of the Lord doth engaye them; and his anſwer 

of Peace in the micſt of their Tryals, doth Arm trem ani] E:.- 

courage them, and they do hoid out teti'e End, and for ſuch 

teLord hath always made a way, better than thev could have 

" nade for theruſelves. Yet the Encmy tath in thi, Matter ally 

keen very buſic, and hath prevailed with fome under Civers 

Conſtderations, or rather Conlultations, which he hath pro» 

»und:d unto them. But, OliFriens, be ye all watchtul, and 

wie heed left any of the Teſtimonies of Truth be laid waſte, 

or that which leads to be weary of bearing Witnels tothe 

\[mth, anJ to lay ir Waſte, the ſame will lay thee W ſte, 

nd bring thee into ſuch a State, as thou will want the Truth 

to bear witnels for thee; and though it be hard fos F!cih and 
owl ( which hath no Kingdom but here) to fl] intv the hands 
if Unreaſonable Men, yetit is a more Fartull Thing to fall in- 

»the Hands of the Living God; an therefore, lct all Luke- 

narm-one-, who arc neither hot nor cold, be now awakened, 

nd all that have gune backwards be warned to return to their 

Firſt- Lore, elſe the Lord will come agam!t them, and the Day 

theftent th it will d. vide ſuch ther Portion among H poortter, exe 

pt they Kepent. 
But 
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But to touch at fome of as Reaſons or Arguments, which he. 
that abode not ia the Truth himſelt, ufcth to draw otherg into 
this kind of Treacherous Backſliding. 

Firſt, He appears to ſome to perlwadetbem, That their for- 
mer Teſtimony was bofn more from an imitation of others, than 
from a work of the Power of God inthemtelves ; and that now, 
they not fin:\ing the Thing required of them, they may leave 
off their Teſtinonies, or may do ſuch things as they have deny- 
ed formerly ; this Snare doth the Encmy make ule of in thelſc 
Days. But mark who it is that he hath caught with it ; none but 
wa who ſometimes were Low intheir Minds, and dare not 
orieve the Spizit of God. in thenifelves, nor others, but for the 
Truths-lake could give up all things rather than their Teſtimony , 
but in time growing careleſs, and loole in waiting, loſt that ſub» 
je ſtate, and prewhigh and exalted in their Minds, above 
the Croſs that ſhould have crucified the betraying Wildom; and 
ſo having loſt the true exercite of the Power, and the feeling of 
the Excellency and Worth of the Truth, they knew not the 
Requirings of the Lord; and the earthly Mind got up, that 
placed a greater eſteem upon Earthly Taings, than upon Things 
that are Eternal; and fo things thar once thou offeredſt up to 
God, thou takcſt again into thy own hand, and fo robb«ſt the 
Lord, and pgroweft carctul about outward things, as other 
Genti/es are; and to cover thy ſhame therein, the Enemy then 
tempts thee to bely the Power that once wrote in thy Heart, 
and made thee aftaid toatt apainſt the Light, or to deny the 
Teftimony for God in ſuch things as was manifeſt, and then faift, 
thou dicſt it by imitation; but thou ſhalt know thy Covering is 
too narrow in the day that haſtetÞ upon thee. 

Another Temptation that the Encmy preſenteth, is, That 
though thou art convineed what to do, or what thou ſhouldſt de- 
ny, yet the Tryals are fo hard and fo many, and Perſccutors 
wax worle and worle, ſo that t .ou ſhalt not hold out to the 
end; and where hecan get entrance with this Bait, he preſcntly 
caufeth an Evil Heart of Unbcli.:t nd Douhting to arite, which 
takes away even the ſtrength which t"e Lord did give, and ſo 
fecbleneſs Coth entey the Mind, and a Spirit of Bondage _ 
tnee 
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"thee to fear again; and then : vmesthe Diſpute in thy Heart 
whether theu ſhalt &.nJ with the Power of God, in the Obe- 
dience, or whether thou tha t all under that Po«cr that a+ il; th 
againſt Gov, and hi- Truth an: People; and in t'1s Conbate 
thou naſt a tubtii Encmy, uf Is Many Ceviccs to þ.trav lee, 
and a part in thy felt, nut yet murtified, that is ready to tay, 
Puy thy Self, Pity thy Wife, "mt thy Chiid'in, 11:4 Pity thy 
Reiations;, which it may be lomet.mes, are all a- to mary Ir ftry- 
ments of Satan to {.Cuce tice, and lea! thee 1nto. Darkno's, 
that thou mayſt nut ice lo great neceflity in ty bearing up thy 
Teſtimony as indeed there 1+, nor lo great a Canver inthe con- 
trary a»iniccd there 15. 

Oh Friends, at ſuch a time as tlie, where 1+ there any help 
but in the Lord? Wherecanſt thoutnnia Saviour, but in that 
Light which gives to ciftinowih of rt! c feveral Votes? Now 
it is go0o4 for tliee to rencinber, that rf 1/24 wak afrirn the Fleh, 
thon muſt and [hilt juridty, Dye, im{lWiuker. la'iucta tune flee, 
flize to the Lord, waitinhis D-cal to teel try Rrengr but re- 
newed at the prelent, an taxe nocare for ſtrenoth next Monet), 
next Year, or next Iryai; for Gol i God, ard chanzerh nets 
and will be the femme to thee 12 Sevin lryals with Six, of thou (ee 
lieve and wait on hun 11 Cprivhtneſs;, an! therefore tear not man, 
but truſt in the Lor{ all ye taut have known and felt his Power, 
anyletnotintic Enemy of your Souls by the Door of Carnal 
Keaſor.im?, but keep that (hut; and rather corfiler, how the 
Enemy makes thec as a re)oycing anong |izown Children, and 
ſtrengthens that hope in them ot therr overcoining 3ll others, as 
well as thee ; which hope is Curſt, an! {hall be Confounded : 
And conſider, that it thou lettcſt fall ty Teſtimony, which 
thou haſt once born for the Lord, thou makcſt the Heart of 
the Righteons fad, an) mikeſt their Travail through that Te- 
ſtimony the harder for them, by rcalon of thy encouraging their 
Adverſaries by the hope aforeſaid. And whatever thou Ccft, 
they muſt go thorow tothe End, who will inherit the Crown of Im 
mortality. 

And again conſider, It may be that thy backfiiding, or 
cowardly drawing away the ny prove a D.\ceurage- 

ment 
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ment to others, and they may fumble in thy ſtvmbling, and 
fall with thee, and never be ab!e to riſe, and ſo thou bring their 
B'ood aiſo upon thee. Oh, remember alſo that Servant of the 
Lord, who cou'd ſay, Pſal. 119. 157. Aly Perſeento» 1 ave ene 
creaſed, but mv Heart doth not dec.inethy Teſtimonies. Ti at was 
5 noble Spirit becoming the Souldiers of Chriſt; yea though pey- 
fecuted by Prirces, a> he faith, Verl. 161. 

Dear Friends, Let your Minds be ſtirred up to he zealous for 
the Lord,in tt is the great Cay of Controverfie witkDar}nels and 
its Power. Who hath God to bear Witneſs to his Name but 
you? Among whom hath he made it known as among you ? 
W.o have given up themlclves to the Lord as you have done ? 
Well, Bleſſed are they that keep Cruvenant with the Lord, for they 
ſhall ſee his Glery. 

One more ſubtil Snare of the Enemy in this matter isinmy 
Heart to mention, that 1s this, *zz. To perlwade tice for once, 
ſometimes to do that which ih. Light hath made manifeſt, with 
a purpoſe afterwaid to he more Faithful. Oh Friends, In the 
Name and Fear of the Lord, I ext ort an warn you all to take 
heed of thi:,for this will prove but a Fal'e Confidence,thou wilt 
find this kind of goinz out of the Guidance of Truth,to be a dear 
Out-going to thee; for ifever thou doſt return, it will be very 
bardly, and with bitter Anguiſh of Scul. Oh! do not tempt the 
Lord on this wite, eſt 1t doth prove 1mpoſſuble upon th) ſinning wil- 
lizgly tor 6/10 or reſt ore thee ag al by Aepertarce; theu wilt have 
thy Portage,but wilt /oſe the B'e/T 7 though thin may ſeek it with 
Tears, tor whi e thou wentej# «ut, beh-ld, thy «ay beeame bedged 
up, and the Therny Ntwe gat up inthee, and fo thou art de- 
barred an? fenced ont from enjoying thy former tate; Sin be- 
irg enter ce, Death (001 follows. Oh remember Sampſon, who 


when he had ciſ. loſe! t!l.e Token of a Nazarite, in which ſtate 


he ſt90d in Covi nan! with God; yet thought to have ſhaken 

himſelf, and to have pone forth inkis Strength, as at other 

times,but was n:iſb-ken, 71g. 16.20. for the Lord mas departed 

from him, thourh he knew :t not. And ſo, tough thou haſt known 

the Lord's Þ efence and Power in thy Veſſ:], yet take heed of 

ſetting in that T:eacherous +pirit, colead thee to CO— 
a 
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and to betray the leaſt of his Truſts and Teſt monies committed 

to thee, though it be but for once, for. thereby thou wilt render 
! thy ſelf unworthy to be found a Witneſs of tis Power another 
7 tive; for the Lord vill leave that V« fel, and oftcndoth, and 
' chuſeth othcs VIiT.l; to manitc& himleli in, that will be more 
Trac and Faitrhtul. 

So, Cear Fricnds, in trve and tender Love IT have laid thefe 
things before y ou, that ye might all be Rtirred up and provoked 
to Love, and to z,oo0d Works, that ye might abound in the 
Grace committed fre you; 2nd nine of you who have known the 
- Truth, might be entangled with the Wiles of your fubtil Ene- 
my, and that you that have begun we!!, might not lole the 
things that ve bave wrought, but might perſevere in well do- 
' ing till ye have fir iſhed your courſe in peace: And Fricnds,th is 
is the joy and delight of thoſe that labour among you in the 
Lord, and her:by 1+ our Hand ſtrengthened, and our Hearts 
refreſhed, when we do find ve ſuch as we deſire ye ſhould be, 
even ſtecfaft inthe Trut'; and then allo do you fin! us to you. 
ward, ſuch as ve defire we ſhould be, even a refreſhing in the 
fcllowſhip of Life unto you, axd our GoC comforts us tegeiher, 
- inthe mutual j»y and com{oit of his holy Spirit, working in us 
and you. 


And Friends, Iamthe more drawn forth at this time to vi 
fit you wit'1 an Epiftle, bccante the Lord hath given me ſome 
f2ht of hi: great and dreac'tu! Diy, awi Workings init, which 
isat hand, and greatly haſtens, of which | have ſomething to 
* ay unto you, that ye may he prepare] to ſtai & in his Day, and 
may behold þi- wondrous Working amon;; h:> Fnemies, and 
have fellowſhip with his Power therein, and my not be difmay- 
ed nor criven awav inthe Tempeſt, which w.ll bs 51cat. 

And a «on-+rnins :hol: fucceeding Times, t!' © Spirit of the 
Lord hath fi-nifi- &, that they will be Times of Horror and A. 
mazcmcn!, to all tat have, and yet dore;c& his Counſel : for 
as the daye- of 1 Fo hearan:e, Warning and Inviting, hath 
been long, ſo (hall 414 appearance, amoneſt ti.ofe t} at have 
withſtooc tim, bc Ficrce and Terrible; cycn fo tercible, as 

Wi'9 


. 
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who ſhall abide his com'ng ? tor the Lord will work both ſecret- 


ly and opcnly, and his Arm ihall be manifeſt ro his Children in: 


Secretly he ſhall raiſe up a continual fretting anguiſh amongſt 
his Enemies, one againſt anvthcr, fo thac being vexE. aid wore 
mented inwardly, they ihall teck LO NiakCe Cacu Oelick Dl.ora- 
be, an.| delight therein v1 a [ittic 1calull; and IE Gi Fre- 
vailer muſt be Prevalicu vovet, arid Lhe CLE OL Lu.C Pl luull 
fall rherein ; and the contde ice that Wen Have na fy One IN ally, 
ther ſball fail, and they wil beguiie ar. becra / vine ai cr, 
both by counicl and ſtrengtii; an. a> tiey have vanity tem: 
lelves to break you, whom Go. hat , gatlicrey, lo Haul Ley 
band themlclves aga.nit one another, to breas, tO ul, eld 


deftroy one another z and thorow Lie multituce of t Er Lrea- * 


cheries, all credit or belict, upon the account oi tne lotcan 
enzagement, ſhall tail; fo that tew mcn ihall £ vunt ticmiiycs, 
or W::at is ttieirs, (atein toe han.! 0i '.b Friend, w»IHi0 Net . not 
choſen his ſatety and friendthip in the pu Light of t © un- 
changeable Truth of Gol; ani all the lect Gruntels vi tre 
Un2ocly ſhall be hrouzht to nought, fometim:u- oy tic ule ants 
ot lome of themiclves, and tomet:i mus by wnpoſſiwuttic: lying 
1 their way, which ſhall inake t:cir [!cart> lavi of ever accom- 
pliſhing what they have determined ;' and in this ſtate ſhall men 
fret themlelyes ior a {ealon, an.! (Nall not be abic to lee the 
Hand that tuzns againft them, but ſhall tvin ro fight againſt one 
thing, and another, and a third thing, and ſhiil Rag ,er, and 
reel in Counſel ani JuJgment, as Crunken ten t at Know not 
where to fiad the way to reſt; ani «+ nity o vet ſtir them. 
ſelves up againſt r!!e holy P:ople, 4n1 a gatiit che holy Cove- 
nant of Light, andr'iem that wa!k nit, t cy {halt but tne more 
be confounded; for tney ſhall be helped wita a þ tile help, winch 
all the Ungodly ſhall nor lin. ler them of, to wv1t, (he tecret Arm 
of the Lord, main* ainin? the Cauſe, and raiſin» upa Witneſs 
If in the very Htarts of t cir AJlverlartcs to p cad their 

CI Innocency,an:] this ſhall make them yet the more to vex 
themleves,and to go thorow hard-beſtead ; for whei they ſhall 


look upward to their Religion, to their Pqwer, Policy, or Pre- 
fſerments, 
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' ſerments, or Friendſhips, or waatſoever elſe they had trulted 


in,and relied upon, they ſhall have caule to curſe it; and when 

leok downwards to the Effects produced by all ir ole 
» behold, then crouble, anu t orrovr, a'd vexation takes 
hold on them,and drives them to Darknets; and having no «Ip 
but what is Earthly, ani being out of the know © ge 0. ti.C 
mighty overturning Pow cr oi the Lord God - laugity, t.cy 
ſhall diſpair and wear out tncir dayes wit! An wih; and be- 
ſides all this, the terrible hand of tnc Lord 's. anc thuil be 0- 
penly manifcſted againſt this ungodly Generation, by bringing 
grievous and terrible Judgments anc Pla ues upon tem, tum- 
bling down all things in which the.x P: 'Ce and Giory to d,and 
overturning, overturning, even the Foundations of their 
ſtrength; yea, the Lord will lay waſte the Moun- 
tainof t! e Ungodly, and the ſtrength of the ten. cd 
City fhall 1ail, and when mea ſhall lay, We will rae 
refuge in them, they ſhall b-+come but a Snarc, anc! thcre ſhall 
the Siyord devour : And when they ſhall ſay, #'e w /{ g-8ntothe 
Field, and put tru! in the Number ana Courage of our don!diers, 


N thum. 
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| they ſhall both be takenaway ; and thi- Evil al'o wil come of 


the Lord. and his Hand will be ſtretched our hill, and ſhall bring 
Cniuftun upon Confuſion, Ruine upori Ruine, an! War upon 
War; and the Hearts of men ſhall be (tirred in them, and the 
Nations ſhall be as Waters, into wi:ch a Tempeſt, a livil 


 W.ulwind 13 entred, and even as Wares ſwell up to the clly- 


lution one of another, and breaking one of another, {o thalltt;e 
ſwellings of People be : And becauic of che harcthip and forrow 
of thoſe dayes, many ſhall !cek ani celire Death rather than 


Life. 
Ah! my Heart relcnts and is moved within me in the fence of 


| theſe things, and much more then | can Write or Declare,wiich 


the Lord will do in the Earth,and will alto make haſte to accom- 
pliſh among the Son: of Men, that they may know and corniets, 
That the Moſt High doth Inle in the Kingaoms of Men, and 


| pulleth down and ſetteth up according to hu ox#n Will: Aud ths, 


ſhall men ds before ſeven times paſs over them, an ſhll beecntent 


to give their Glory anto him that fits in Hervcn. 
D Bt 
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But, Oh-Friends, while all theſe things are working, and 
Þ ivging to paſs, repoſe ye your ſelves inthe Munition of that 
Rock that all theſe ſhakings ſhall not move, even in the know- 
ledge and ſeecling of the eternal Power of God, keeping you 
ſyubjeRly given up to his Heavenly Will, and feel it daily to 
kill and mortific that which remains in any ef you, which is of 
this World; for the worldly part in any, 1s the changeable 
part, and that is up and down, full and empty, *oyful and for- 
rowſul, as thing- go we'l or ill in the World : For as the Truth 
is but one, and many arc made pattakers of its Spitit; fo the 
World is but onc, and many ate partakers of the Spirit of 
it; and ſo many as Co partake of it, tv many will be ſtraitned 
and perplexcd withit; but they who ate fngle to the Truth, 
waiting daily to fcel the Life and Virtue of 12 in ther Hearts, 
theſe ſhall rejoyce in the mideſt of ArVverfiry; thefts (hall not 
Fave their Hearts moved with fcar, nor tofiec wit! anguiſh be- 
caule of evil Tvings, *//.4!. 112.7, B. Bicavwe that which fix- 
eth themremains with them: Ti cſe (hall know ti.cir entrance 
with the Bricegroo.n, ant io be kept trom ſorrow, though his 
com ng be wit!! a noile; an when a mid-night is come upon 
man's Glory, yet they being ready and prepared, it will be 
well with them, and having a true ſence of the Power working 
ip tt emlelves, they cannot but have Unity and Fellowſhip of it 
in ihe Earth, and will notat #1] mutmur againſt what is, nor 
wilh nor will what is not tobe; theſe will he at reft tiÞ the In- 
dignation pafſeth over, and theſe having no Deſign to carry on, 
nor no Party to promote inti:e Earth, cannot poſſibly be de- 
fcated nor diſappointed intheir undertakings, 

And when you fee Diviſtan, and Parties, and Rendiog: inthe 
Bowels of Nations, anc Rumours and Tewpeſt- in the Minus of 
People, then take [:ced of being moved to this Party or to that 
Party, or giving your ſtrength to this or that, cr counſcl].nz this 
way os that way; but ſtand fingle to the Truth of God,in which 
neither War,Rent nor Diviſion is; and take heed of that part in 
ary of you, which truſts and rclie« unon aov fort of the Mcn of 
this World, in tte Day of their Pri (Herity;, for ttc ſame party 
will brin2 you to {uffer with them in ihe time of their Adverſity, 


which 
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which will not be [01g after ;, for ſtability in that Ground there 
will be none; buc when trey ſhall lay, Come joyn with wa in this 
or that, remeimoer you are joyncd tothe Lord by hits pure Spi- 
rit, to walk with '1m in Pace and in Rizhteovinels, and vou 
feeling this,thi> gathers out ot allBuſſings,and Nowles,and Partics, 
and Tumults, and lea s you to cxal: the Srantard of Trizt+ nd 
Rignccouſne!-,:n an innoceu ( onvertaticn, to lte who will flow 
unto tat; an.! tin> hill be aRetuve for many of the Weary, 
Tofſec an! bfiRted Oui rn t..0.C4 ayes, anc a Shelter tor "— 
fy w! ole Day 13.01 yet over. 


Sy dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, who have belicrec 
an] kno'vn the blfſ.d Appearance of the Truth, let not your 
Hearts be troubled at none of thetic thino-; oh ! Net not the 
thing< that are at pre:ent, nor things that arc vet t# come, Move 
you irom ſtectaſtict>, but rather double your Dilicence, Zeal 
and Fuitiftulnels to the Caule of God: for they that know the 
Work w1ioupht in tticiniclve.,they (hall reſt in the Day of Trou» 
ble, Tea, th.urh the Fr, tree ful, and the Vine brings Habs. 
not forth, ard the Labour of the Olivee'reecealeth, and ” gon 
the Fields yield 110 Mar, and Sieep be ent iff fromtne a6, 1: 
Fold, and there be rio Pulivee 111 the > tall, yet then m SUSLIL re- 
jojce tn the Lord, and ſing Pratjestortheiiod of thy Salvation, 

And how near thele days are to this poor Nation, fey know; 
and th. refore the Cry of the Lord is very loud unto its Inhahi- 
tant, through his Servants and Meftenpers, that they would 
prize their time while they have it, leſt they be overturned, wa- 
Red and laid defolare before they arc aware; ard before De- 
ſrution come vpon them, and there be no remedy, as it hath al- 
ready done upon mally. 


Oh LONDON, LONDON! That theu and thy 
Rulers would have conſidered, and hearkened and heard, in the 
Day of thy Warnings and Invitations, and not have periiſted in 
thy Rebellion, till the Lord was moved againſt thee, to cut of 
the Thouſand- and Multitudes from thy Streets,and the preſſing 
throngings of People from thy Gates,& then to deſtroy an?) ruin 
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thy Streets allo,and lay deſolate thyGates hen thou thoughteſt 
to have repleniſhed them again. 

And, Oh ! ſaith my Soul, that thy Inhabitants would yet be 
warned, and perſwaded te Repent and Turn tothe Lord, by 
putting away every one the Evil that 1s in their Hearts, againſt 
the Truth in your ſclves, and againſt thole that walk init, before 
a greater D falation anc Deftruttion overtake you. 

Oh ! what ſhall ſay to prevail with London, aid with its In- 
habitants! The Lord hat!: Call-d alous, he hath Roarct out of 
Z:on unto them, but many of them: have not hearkened at all, 
nor cenidered at all. 

Well, Oh my Firiend>! (and thou, oh my Soul!) return to 
you: Reſt, dwell in the Pavillion of ti;c Houle of your God, 
and my God, and fhelter your {elves unger the ſhadow of his 
Wings, where ye ſhall be Wuneſlcs of is Doings, and ſee his 
STRA4NSE ACT brought to pals, and ſhall not be hurt there- 
with, nor diſtnaycd. 

Oh my Friends ! in the Powels of dear and tener Love have 
I fipnificd theſe thing> unto you,that ye might Rand armed with 
the whole Armour of God, Cloathed in Rightcoufneſ, and 
your Feet ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peacc ; 
and freely given.up inall things to the Cilpoling of the Lord, who 
will deliver u-, not by Might, nor by Sword, nor Spear, hut 
by his own etcrnal nvifivle Arm, wall he yet fave vs and deliver 
us, and get himfcIt a Name by prclervino of us: and weſhall 
vet live to praife him who i» woriny of Glory, of Honour ard 
Renown, from the riling of the Sun to the { *ting 01 the ſame, 
now and forever, Awen, Awcnr, faith my Suul, 
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A Poſtſcript, 


Dear Friends and Brethren 

Herts ſomething farther in my heart to communicate 
I wnto yew, iu acar and tenacy Lowveand indefire of your 
Preſervation out of the Snares of your Adverſarys And 
thats, To exhort you all to dwell in the pure Tudg ment of 
the Truth, which « a Defence upon your Glory, and let 
wne bereave you of thu under any prefence whatſoever : 
but as you come to a true feeling of the Life in your jelves, 
te which alone the certain Juogment appertaineth, ſo let 
thu Life bac t freedom, and ſtvp it wot from judging all 
that which ic at enmity with the Life, and tends to the 
burting the trur Pla't of Ged, for Thawe facn 2 Harms 
bath come to mary ho hate parted with their Fudgment, 
and ſo have (ecume unarmed, and the Enemy hath pree 
vailed upon thim. (unker a pretenard Tenderneſs) 10 per- 
mit or ſuffer ſuch things as were hurtful to themſelves or 
others; and thonzh the Lora hath given them Fudgment 
and Diſcerning in the Matter, yes were bereaved of that 
Gift, ani ſo ly little and little became beguiled. 

Oh aear Frienas! corfiier theſe dayes are peril. us 
times, and it is necaful ſor every 0.6 towatch in that ſame 
Eternal Light to wh.ch yeu were fff turned, that by its 
Ri; htcous Fneyment ye nay be preſervea from every thirg 
in your ſcl: es that appears contrary to that precions Life of 
which you have raft-d: Axa when you have ſo dene, then 
to take bred. that the Enemy co net do thet Ly an Inffru- 
ment which (through y ur watchfulneſs in the Light be 


eonld not do without ;, 814 all beware of that affected Ten- 
aerneſs 
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dernes, that cryes out, Be tender to all, and pray for 


all, and mind the Good in all, and love ail, and judge 
none, but leave Judgment to God, &c. 7 ſay, H:ed 
| wot the plauſivle words of that Spirit. which being guilty, 
ro ſave its own Head from a ſtrike, wowls beres e you .f 
your Fudgment, which Goa hath given you ;, ana ts indeed 
truly his Fua; ment, aud u to be adminiſtred 1 his Wiſdom 
419 Power, for the cleanſing ana keeping clean hrs Sun | us- 
ry; for ſuch as bave no Fudgment in their y0t195 ave they 
that knew ot the true way of Peace, vat 1. ake th:m crock - 
ed Paths,he that goeth in them hall not Keow Peace, 
Iſa. 59. 8. 

But ſome may ſay. Was not Chriſt Meck 2nd Lowly? 
and ought nor all 10 be like unto him ? 

'Tis rrue, my Friends, tut th-rr ts a aifference le. 
tween the Seea's Swfering ardits her rtn?, and there are 
times for them both : ana wh111't avth pleaſe God to ger- 
wit the Hony and Power of Dar :nc{s tn th? open Perſess- 
tors, toexalt it ſelf againſt h1s See { ana People, (y Per{e- 
cation, or ſuch like , thry are lea by bis Spirit to appear in 
Meekneſs and Onietneſs. as a Sheep 'eofore the Shearer, 
But what is this to ſuſſcrins bas and perverſe Spirits, 
that appear under pretence of the Truth and y 4 are out 
. of the Truth, and Enemies 29 its projperity, ſtriving to 
exalt and ſet up anather thing inſtead of the Truth ? 
Suck as theſe the Lord doth not require you to uſe only Pa- 
tience and Meekyeſs towards ; but if thit will not reclaim 
them they muſt know th: Tudsment of the Trath and 
y0uin it muſt ftani over them ; for in this caſe the Day of 
the Exaltation of Chriſt 11 come, ana Goa 1s crowning 
Truth with Dominion over every falſe Spirit, ana corpupt 
Praftice thereof. 

Ana therefore, Dear Friends, eye the Lord in his go- 
ings, 
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any evil and corrupt thing or praitice, uſe Plainneſs, and 
keep Sineerity, 4nd taru not Tudement backwaras, for 
that which is unwilling to be judged, and cryes out, Judgo 
none, leave all to Ged, &c. the ſame will take wpon 1t 
beth to judge and rule, but not in the Wiſdom of God ;, awd 
thoſe "aw cry out ſo much forTenderneſs & againſt Truth's 
Tud:ment, the ſame are moſt dapgerom ts be drawn out 
from the patient ſufferins in the Spirit of Chriſt Feſws, 
when thry ouzht to appear inthe miſt Meekneſs, and to ap 
pear rough & wrathful in the firiving & fi.bting Nature, 
ana are miſt apt to be tempted into 4 Sprrit of Keviemie.u 
hats been ſeen by ſad Experience; fir they that loſe the ex- 
erciſe of thit by which all ſhoulda keepDominion over Decett. 
they loſe that ſlrensth by which they ſheuld be enabled to 
ſufer «fl thinzs for the [ate of Chriſt Jelas. 

So, Dear Friends, inthat which keeps out the Defiier 
and the Betrayer all wait upsn the Lora. that you may hawve 
your Armour on. ana be fortified with the Strength, with 
the M1; ht, ana with the Judgments of God, and keep that 
wnder in eur) place mh:ch under Pretence of Tenaerneſs 
and Ferbearaiice would make wvetd the Tefltmeny of Truth, 
or mate theOf/ence of toe Cro's ", ceaſe £2 4) th.ng where. 
inyon have been inflruiea from the "veoimnns, that the 
Lord may bebol3 and (ee Judgment ejt.ib liſhed, and oe pleas 
ſed, Ila. 59. The Lord looked, and there was no 
Judgment, and it diſplcaled him ; For thereby Deceit 


. got up, which with it is to ve kept down. 


$0 the Lord God of Power and Wildom preferve you faithful, 
an] fitted for every good Word & Work: the Strong to watch 
over the Weak,in {tnglenel-;and the Weak to be ſubject to the 
Strong in the Lord,that fo the pure Plant of Righteouſneſs and 
Truth may grow in and among you all, to his Praiſe that hath 
ealled you : To whom be Glory and Honour forever, Ame, 
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